JANUARY 2012

E T LLLEE

' b

T T L LA

1
P

S tegxxaes

I -.n.uu.uvﬂ-.ﬂauhtu-

" Volume56-No-1




VOLUME 56 NO. 1

JANUARY 2012

Editor in Chief
Assistant Editor

Editorial Board

Design Director

The Most Reverend
Metropolitan PHILIP, D.H.L., D.D.
Primate

The Right Reverend
Bishop ANTOUN

The Right Reverend
Bishop JOSEPH

The Right Reverend
Bishop BASIL

The Right Reverend
Bishop THOMAS

The Right Reverend
Bishop ALEXANDER

The Right Reverend
Bishop JOHN

The Right Reverend
Bishop ANTHONY

The Right Reverend
Bishop NICHOLAS

Founded in Arabic as

Al Kalimat in 1905

by Saint Raphael (Hawaweeny)
Founded in English as

The WORD in 1957

by Metropolitan ANTONY (Bashir)

The Rt. Rev. Bishop JOHN, DMin.
Christopher Humphrey, Ph.D.

The Very Rev. Joseph J. Allen, Th.D.
Anthony Bashir, Ph.D.

The Very Rev. Antony Gabriel, Th.M.
The Very Rev. Peter Gillquist

Ronald Nicola

Najib E. Saliba, Ph.D.

The Very Rev. Paul Schneirla, M.Div.

Donna Grif n Albert

Member

The Associated Church Press
Conciliar Press

Ecumenical News International
Orthodox Press Service

Editorial Of ce:

The WORD

2 Lydias Trail

Westborough MA 01581-1841
e-mail: WORDMAG@AOL.COM

Subscription Of ce:

358 Mountain Road

PO Box 5238

Englewood, NJ 07631-5238

Letters to the editor are welcome and should include the authors full name and
parish. Submissions for Communities in Action must be approved by the local
pastor. Both may be edited for purposes of clarity and space. All submissions, in
hard copy, on disk or e-mailed, should be double-spaced for editing purposes.

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION:
U.S.A. and Canada, $20.00
Foreign Countries, $26.00
Single Copies, $3.00

The WORD (USPS626-260) is published monthly, except July and August, by the
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America at 358 Mountain
Road, PO Box 5238; periodicals postage paid at Englewood, New Jersey 07631-
5238 and at additional mailing of ces.

Postmaster send address changes to: The WORD, 358 Mountain Road, PO Box
5238, Englewood, NJ 07631-5238
ISSN 0043-7964 www.antiochian.org.

Canada Post Publications Agreement No. 40691029
Return Canada address to:
AIM, 7289 Torbram Road, Mississauga, ON L4T 1G8, Canada.



Re ections on the Consecration

What does it feel like to be a bishop? How
did you like Lebanon? (Lebanon is a country of
beauty, class, fashion and sophistication.) What
is the Patriarch like? What was the ordination or
consecration like? How do you feel in all those
vestments? Are they as heavy as they look? What
was your favorite part of the service?

These are but a few of the questions with
which Bishops ANTHONY, NICHOLAS and | were
greeted when we came home as the newest of
bishops for the Antiochian Orthodox Church in
North America. After the four-hour liturgy, there
was no question that the Church had three more
bishops. Through these ancient rituals in which
we were empowered to be bishops, the Church
declared to us and to the whole world that the
Church is One, and this oneness is expressed and
maintained by love, submission and leadership.

We came to the ancient church of the Theoto-
kos at the Balamand very early in the morning.
Getting there early was easy, as none of the epis-
copal candidates had slept more than three hours
a night in a week. With so many thoughts, hopes
and fears to process, we couldn t sleep. We were
greeted by metropolitans and bishops of Antioch
from all over the world. Each expressed love and
brotherly support. Each promised to keep us in
their prayers. Each greeted the other with en-
thusiasm and tenderness. There was no question
that this Church is One because of the love we
have for one another. We all waited eagerly for
the entrance of the Patriarch. Sayidna BUTRAK
was warm and gentle, yet all business. (You know
when you are in his presence that you are with
greatness.) He was ready to begin the services
and immediately took his place with the chanters
by his throne. He was focused and alert. There
was no question that he was presiding. We were
squeezed together in a church too small for the
numbers of people present. No one seemed to
mind. God was present and the Holy Spirit would
act with us this day. The church would empower
more men to lead. The Church would empower
these same men to follow. We began with the
singing of the troparion of Pentecost. The Spirit
would be manifest today.

At the appointed time, we were led to stand
before the Patriarch and all of the metropolitans
and bishops and to profess our faith. We read the
Nicene Creed and other statements of faith. We
accepted all that the Church accepts and rejected
all she rejects. We promised to submit and obey
the Patriarch of Antioch and the Metropolitan of
North America where we would serve. This an-
cient faith is not, for the Orthodox, limited to our
history; this faith is the Christian root that main-
tains and feeds the faithful today. We maintain the
living faith of the apostles which is in Christ and
we are led by the Holy Spirit. We are the same
continuing and contiguous Church of the apos-
tles. After the professions we kissed the hand of

each of the bishops. Our role as bishops will be to
submit to each other in love. This is done in order
to be able to understand and maintain the same
faith as these men; the same faith as the apostles.

After the entrance with the Gospel, we were
led to the Patriarch by our priest sponsors. Once
we entered the sanctuary, we were then taken by
the bishops around the altar three times. We were
then dedicated to this ministry and vested in the
episcopal robes. We were now put with the bish-
ops of the Church for the remainder of the liturgy.
Our place at the altar and our role in the Church
was now changed.

(continued on page 13)
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On Sunday, December 11, 2011, three new auxiliary bishops were consecrated for
the Self-Ruled Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America at the
Church of the Dormition of the Theotokos in the Patriarchal Monastery of Our Lady
of Balamand, in Balamand, Lebanon. Their Graces JOHN (Abdalah), ANTHONY (Mi-
chaels) and NICHOLAS (Ozone) were consecrated as Auxiliary Bishop for Worcester
and New England, Auxiliary Bishop for Toledo and the Midwest, and Auxiliary Bishop
for Brooklyn and Assistant to the Metropolitan in Englewood, New Jersey, respectively.



His Beatitude IGNATIUS 1V, Patriarch of the
Great City of God, Antioch, and all the East, pre-
sided at the liturgy and was assisted by twelve
hierarchs, including Metropolitans GEORGES of
Mount of Lebanon, SABA of Horan, and PAUL
of Aleppo, and Bishops JOSEPH (Antiochian
- Orthodox Archdiocese of North America), MOSES
(Patriarchate), LUKE (Patriarchate), GHATTAS
) (Abbot of Our Lady of Balamand Patriarchal
Monastery and Dean of St. John of Damascus In-
stitute of Theology), DEMETRIOS (Sa ta), ELIA
(Pyrgou), and MARK (Brazil). His Grace Bishop

& JOSEPH represented His Eminence, Metropolitan

PHILIR at the consecrations and was accompanied
by more than 60 clergy and laity from throughout
the Archdiocese, including many Archdiocesan
board members. The group was organized and led
by the Vice-Chairman of the Archdiocesan Board
of Trustees, Mr. Fawaz El-Khoury, with assistance
from Archpriest Thomas Zain.

Orthros began at 8:30 and the Divine Liturgy
followed. The monastery church was packed to
capacity and the entire service was broadcast live
by Noursat Television (TELE Lumiere) in Lebanon
and throughout the world. (The broadcast can be
seen in the archive section of their website at www.
} noursat.tv.) Just before the Little Entrance during

the liturgy, the three candidates were led before
the Patriarch to give their confession of faith, af-
rming and promising to uphold the teachings of
the Holy Orthodox faith and pledging obedience to
the Patriarch of Antioch, the Holy Synod, and the

o - Metropolitan of the Archdiocese of North America.

Following the chanting of the Patriarchal Phimi,

S the three candidates were presented by their spon-

sors for consecration to the holy and sacred epis-
copacy. Bishops led the three candidates around
- the altar as the clergy chanted the troparia, and
the Patriarch called on the Holy Spirit to descend
upon them as the other bishops held the open Gos-
pel book above their heads. After the consecration
prayers were complete, the new bishops rose and
were vested by their brother bishops to the shout-
ing and repeated chanting of AXIOS! MUSTAHIK!
WORTHY! They then took their places around the
holy table next to their brother bishops as the litur-
gy continued. Prior to Holy Communion, while the
numerous clergy were communing, the Patriarch
addressed the new bishops and, one by one, each
responded with dignity and graceful words. They

The Word 5



Consecration
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were then presented with their mitres (crowns)
and pastoral staffs. At the same time, the Patriarch
also made a surprise announcement, elevating
Bishop JOSEPH to the rank of Archbishop in hon-
or of his many years of service as a bishop both in
the Archdiocese and in the Patriarchate. May God
grant him many years!

At the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy, the
three candidates had the opportunity to receive
the good wishes of the hundreds of people pres-
ent. Then the entire group, along with invited
guests, enjoyed a wonderful meal and celebration
at a local restaurant in the village of Kfar Hazir.

While the highlight of the trip was the Divine
Liturgy on December 11, there were many other
memorable and signi cant events before and after
that sacred morning. On our rst full day in Leba-
non, His Beatitude welcomed the delegation at the
patriarchal residence at Balamand. We were able
to greet and receive the blessing of the Patriarch
individually, and to hear his inspirational words of

welcome. Following the visit to the Patriarch, we
were also welcomed by the President of the Uni-
versity of Balamand, Dr. Elie Salem, and the Dean
of Admissions and Registration, Dr. Walid Mou-
bayed, who gave the delegation an overview of the
university and its history. Following a brief tour of
the university, the delegation was then welcomed
at the St. John of Damascus Theological Institute,
which is also part of the University of Balamand.
After His Grace Bishop GHATTAS, the Dean of the
theological school, addressed and welcomed the
group, the delegation toured the theological insti-
tute and monastery.

On Saturday evening, December 10, the then-
Archimandrite Anthony was received in his ances-
tral home of Qalhaat. The entire village awaited
his arrival and rang the church bell as our buses
pulled up. The village priest welcomed the three
bishops-elect and the group in the center of the
village. We then processed to the village church
for prayers of thanksgiving and a reception in the




church hall, before proceeding to the Balamand
for Great Vespers. Likewise, on Sunday afternoon,
following the banquet, the entire group ascended
the mountains to the village of Douma, the ances-
tral home of Bishop JOHN, and was treated to a
similar experience. In both cases, the clergy and
faithful of these two ancient and predominantly
Orthodox villages warmly received us as though
we were family they had not seen in many years,
returning from a long journey.

After the visit to Douma on Sunday evening, the
group attended a concert at St. George Cathedral
in Beirut, part of a Christmas concert series held
in many different Christian churches in Beirut. We
were fortunate, as the concert in the Cathedral co-
incided with our visit. We were treated to wonder-
ful Byzantine music by the Orthodox choirs (adult
and children s) of the Archdiocese of Beirut, under
the direction of Father Romanos Joubran. Most of
the music was from the Nativity Matins service.
Everyone was amazed at the beauty of the voices
giving praise to God. After the concert, the group
had a chance to spend time and explore the caf@s
and shops of downtown Beirut.

In addition to the of cial activities, the group
had a chance to visit many sacred and other his-
torical sites around Lebanon, including places like
Ba albek, Tripoli, Byblos, Jeita Grotto, Harissa,
the Monastery of our Lady of Nourieh, the Gibran
Khalil Gibran Museum and the Cedars. There was
very little time to rest over the ve days, as Fr.
Thomas and Fawaz wanted the group to experi-
ence as much of Lebanon as possible.

On the delegation s nal day, prior to a visit to
the ancient ruins in Ba albek, we were welcomed at
one of the Al-Kafa t campuses by the Shwayri fam-
ily (the founders of Al-Kafa t) and members of the
Board of Trustees of Al-Kafa t. The group was able
to tour The Village, as it is called, and see rst-
hand how Al-Kafa t is helping people with special
needs. They could also view the progress of the
building of the new structure that is sponsored by
the Archdiocese. Everyone was deeply moved and
impressed by the work being done there. At the
end of the visit, the group was treated to a lovely
reception and given a small gift produced by the
people at Al-Kafa t as a keepsake of the visit.

This historic trip was a great experience for
all who were able to participate. For many, this
was their rst visit to Lebanon. For others, this
was an opportunity to see and meet old friends.
Some members of the delegation were able to visit
their ancestral villages for the rst time and meet
new relatives that they never knew they had. It
was a wonderful opportunity to connect, in con-
crete terms, what before was only an imagination
in one s mind. We were able to receive the bless-
ing of our saintly Patriarch who, at 92 years, has
more stamina and strength than most people half
his age. We were able to see and touch the places,
people and projects that our father in Christ, Met-
ropolitan PHILIP, has often talked about and asked
us to support, such as the University of Balamand,
the St. John of Damascus Theological School, and
Al-Kafa t. Most importantly, we were able to to wit-
ness the consecration of our new bishops, and to
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chant AXIOS! as people who actually know these
three godly men. For all these reasons, we thank
God for this holy and sacred journey to our Mother
Church. We are thankful to all the people in Leba-
non who welcomed us. Everywhere we went, we
were treated as family and brothers and sisters in
Christ, rather than tourists. Finally, we are grate-
ful to Mr. Fawaz El-Khoury and Archpriest Thomas
Zain for all their hard work in planning this sacred
pilgrimage to witness this holy and historic event.

May God grant our new bishops many years as
they begin shepherding their ocks in our Lord s
vineyard.























































































